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Chronicle of Medical Science.
[J uly, The researches of Dr. Van den Corput have convinced him that the iodide of antimony is chiefly adapted for external application as a revulsive. The irritating properties of this salt resemble those of tartarized antimony ; while the oxy-iodide, corresponding in its composition to Ivermes' mineral, produces internally an action analogous to that of the last-named preparation, although its special effects are much more powerful. The oxy-iodide is, in fact, a drug of great efficacy, being at the same time an expectorant and a powerful alterative. When suspended in a mucilaginous vehicle, in the dose of from 5 to 25 centigrammes (a centigramme is "1543 of a grain), it frequently excitcs at first nausea and sometimes vomiting, at other times it causes frequent and copious stools. The effects may be easily moderated by the addition of opiates or some other narcotic agent which is capable of deadening the susceptibility of the stomach. Tolerance appears to be established more readily, as in the case of tartarized antimony, by doses raised from 20 to 50 or even 70 centigrammes in twenty-four hours. In general, when taken in such doses, the drug excites at first a great diaphoresis, soon followed by diminution and considerable depression of the pulse. The number of inspirations is diminished in frequency, and this effect is accompanied by extreme muscular weakness. The oxy-iodide of antimony is particularly serviceable in inflammation of the parenchyma of the lungs, and especially in the second stage of pneumonia; also in the treatment of subacute bronchitis and of cedema of the lungs. Its alterative and diaphoretic properties are also manifest in the treatment of acute rheumatic affections, as well as in certain inflammatory diseases of the heart. As to the iodide of antimony, its employment must be limited to the outside of the body. When applied to the skin, in the form of plaster or ointment, it produces an energetic revulsion, by causing on the surface a pustular eruption similar to that produced by tartarized antimony. Bat other cases, which terminated fatally, Dr. Schneider was able to examine not only the urine, but also the liver and the brain; and in one case, pieces of boue, the liver, spleen, kidneys, and brain were all subjected to experiment.
In the urine of syphilitic patients who had never undergone any mercurial treatment, no quicksilver was detected by electrolysis; and in cases where the mercury was rubbed into the skin, no traces of the metal were found in the urine. During the internal use of the mercurial preparations, however, the urine constantly contained quicksilver. Within two years Dr. Schneider has examined fourteen cases of this kind, and has always obtained positive results.
The excretion of the mercury lasts for some time after the end of the treatment, and Dr. Schneider has constantly found it in the urine a week afterwards ; in one case he found it four weeks afterwards, and in another case six weeks afterwards. With regard to the effect of iodide of potassium on the mercurial treatment, his experiments do not favour the generally received opinion that the internal use of the iodide facilitates the excretion of mercury from the system, lie has made a number of experiments during the last two years in order to determine this point, and has examined the urine of persons who have taken the iodide of potassium both during and after a mercurial course.
When the iodide of potassium is taken immediately after a mercurial course, the urine contains mercury, but the same is the case when the iodide is not employed. In a fatal case in which death occurred during the meicurial treatment, Dr. Schneider subjected the liver and the brain to chemical examination, and found mercury in both, but the liver contained more than the brain.
In another case, in which the patient died of pericarditis some weeks after the cessation of the mercurial treatment, various parts of the body were examined chemically, but the kidneys alone gave very slight traces of mercury, and the solution obtained from the liver gave only a doubtful reaction. .) The chief points of inquiry to which Dr. Ovcrbeck has directed his attention are the absorption of metallic mercury and the effects and diseases produced by mercury. In making experiments by absorption with the ointment, he found that there were finely-divided globules of the metal not only in the skin and areolar tissue, but also in the intercostal muscles, the pleura, the faces, the kidneys, the liver, the blood, the mucous membrane of the mouth, the fleshy substance of the heart, the brain, and the sediment of the urine, but The circumstance that in man particles of mercury visible to the naked eye have been observed in the bones, is not questioned by Dr. Overbeck, but he explains it by assuming that they were observed only after the bones had been macerated, while they never exist in the bones of the living body, nor immediately after death. By putrefaction the bloodvessels, the connective tissue, the fat, the blood globules, and all albuminous matters, arc destroyed; and thus the mechanical impediments to the confluence of small particles of mercury are removed. The presence of the metal in macerated bones is therefore of no importance whatever. The only bones which may be reallyaffected by mercury are the jaws, in which necrosis undoubtedly takes place after the administration of the drug; but this is evidently due partly to the direct spreading of inflammation from the mucous membrane of the mouth, and partly to the periosteum being laid bare, thus giving rise to periostitis and subsequent necrosis of the jaw-bones. Mercurialism (Bulletin General de Tlierapeutique, January 15th, 1862.) M. Bouchut lias lately recommended the arseniate of soda in cases of scrofula, and among the latter he relates one of a scrofulous perforation of the velum palati, considered to be syphilitic, in which the curative action of the arseniate was demonstrated in a decisive manner. The patient was a child, ten years old, of a scrofulous habit, with enlarged cervical glands; the velum palati was red, and presented on the right side an irregular perforation, with ulcerated and jagged edges ; the uvula deviated to the left side, being drawn in this direction by the muscles which remained healthy. The iodide of potassium was administered from the first day of the child's admission into the hospital, and the dose was increased from time to time; but, although it was continued for a month, it produced no effect upon the disease. At last the arseniate of soda was prescribed in the dose of live milligrammes (a milligramme is about 0-0151 troy grain) every day, and it was raised gradually to iit'teen milligrammes. This treatment was continued for two months, at the end of which period the ulceration existing around the perforation of the velum palati was completely cicatrized, and live or six weeks afterwards there was no morbid appearance discernible, except the perforation, which remained, and the general health was quite restored. In this case the syphilitic origin of the ulceration was suspected, but not proved. M. Bouchut does not attribute any specific action to the arsenic in the treatment, but he regards it as a tonic, and one of the best of its kind, since it stimulates the appetite and increases the molecular nutrition of the tissues. It thus improves the functions, which are languid iu all scrofulous cases, and from this languor arises the chronic and obstinate character of scrofulous diseases. ; and from comparative observations made in hospital practice, it is fouud that the iatraleptic use of this ointment gives rise to the appearance of quinine in the urine on the second day of administration; whereas, when a similar dose of sulphate of quinine is used, it does not appear until the third or fourth day. The employment ot' the stearate of quinine in powder, thrown upon the surface of a blister placed upon the splenic region in a case of intermittent fever, was followed by a complete cure. When given comparatively with the sulphate in eight cases of well-marked and obstinate intermittent fever, it was found that with the sulphate the alkaloid did not appear in the urine until the fourth day, while with the stearate it appeared on the second. Tannin lias been recently recommended as a febrifuge by M. Leriche, of Lyons; and it appears to be of particular service in the paludal cachexia, in which it acts as a tonic and plastifying agent, for its specific action is doubtful. When associated with quinine, it may be substituted in many cases for the sulphate. In one case, which resisted sulphate of quinine, arsenical preparations, and change of climate, Dr. Thomas, of Tours, gave for six days fifteen drops of tincture of aconite daily, and the fever disappeared, but this was probably mi accidental case of success. Lastly, M. Camerario mentions that the Urtica urens has cured, at Lecco in Italy, several eases of intermittent fever which resisted the sulphate and iodide of quinine. He has employed the leaves and the seeds in powder, in doses of one to two grammes (a gramme is fifteen grains) given before the paroxysm. The employment of this plant is said to be followed by a feeling of heat in the stomach and the head, and a general itching, as in urticaria. June, 1861 ?that is to say, for about seven years?M. Barthcz has treated in the hospital 212 children attacked with simple pneumonia, among whom he had only two deaths, and in these last both lungs were affected. In half of these cases no active treatment was adopted; in many of the others only mild measures were recommended?such as an aperient, an emetic, and a bath ; and about a sixth of the eases were subjected to somewhat active treatment. To this rather considerable number of eases, M. Barthcz adds several more, which he has treated in private practice during the same period; so that lie thinks he can determine the mildness of uncomplicated pneumonia in children so far as the city of Paris is concerned, whatever may be the seasons or the years, or the seat and extent of the disease, and whatever may be the treatment, whether active or insignificant, or none at all. lie makes a reservation, however, for double pneumonia, which is the only form lie has seen terminate in death in the proportion of 2 to 13. The patients particularly alluded to by M. Barthez were from two to fifteen years of age. Before this latter period simple hepatization is still most frequently cured, even when it is very extensive; but it has also been known to terminate in death. After fifteen years and up to twenty, M. Barthez also believes in the cure of the disease, so far as his recollection extends. On the other hand, the pneumonia described by him docs not comprise all the inflammatory diseases of the lung, nor the pneumonia which supervenes during the course of fevers, nor that which accompanies tuberculosis.
VII. On ike
The following arc some of the general conclusions at which M. Barthcz lias arrived. Pneumonia, when left to itself, begins to terminate in resolution from the sixth to the eighth day from its commencement, and a slight course of treatment makes no difference in its progress. Bleeding appears to be contraindicated in this disease, and M. Barthcz has remarked that several children who had lost blood were pale and emaciated during the whole period of a long convalcscence. When resolution has once commenced the disease is very rapidly terminated, and one day is sometimes sufficient for the purpose, but more generally it occupies between two and six days. The extent of the inflammation has a great influence upon the duration of the disease; thus, when it occupies the whole of the organ, its progress is the most slow and its duration is the longest. Also double pneumonia takes more time to become resolved than the simple form. The conclusion which seems to M. Barthez to follow from his cases is, that in a child attacked with simple lobular hepatization, the best course is to adopt good hygienic measures, and to abstain from all active treatment, and especially from the repeated abstraction of blood, the evident effect of which is to weaken the patients unnecessarily, and considerably to protract their convalescencc. 
